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Introduction

Journalism and its professional
practices = transformed by the advent
of digital technologies (Saemmer,
2017) 
Media are key players in scientific
communication
Editorial choices are crucial to the
construction and dissemination of
reliable, sustainable information in an
uncertain context
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Radionumérisation
Radiodigitalization

all "[...] digitally encoded sound
productions available on the Internet,
as well as the enriched content that

accompanies the sound" (Equoy-
Hutin, 2022: 162)

Written and iconographic elements
On apps and websites
Archives and podcasts
Hypertext, paratext

Radio is no longer
exclusively a blind,

fleeting, instant media 

“Postradio”
“Postradiomorphosis”

(Cheval, 2008 ; Poulain, 2017)



Scientific information and uncertainty
Uncertainty is inherent to science theories, pratices
and discourses(Popper, 1934 ; Merton, 1942)
Media tend to reduce uncertainties for their public
(Sicard, 1997 ; Jurdant and Ternay, 2012 ; Lehmkuhl
and Peters, 2016 ; Guenther and Ruhrmann, 2016)
Epistemological and sociological context:
postmodernity, era of uncertainties (e.g Beck, 1986 ;
Prigogine and Stengers, 1996)
Highlighted in contexts of uncertainties and crisis
(e.g. Covid 19): public need to inform, to reinsure and
to maintain trust
Since 2021 : rise of professional reflexivity related to
uncertainty in the French media ecosystem (e.g
professional symposium, professional intern training
cf. Selhausen-Kosinski, 2022)

Radio : 
more reliable media for

54%
 French people in 2023* 

* Guillaume Caline et Claire Darrigade, « La confiance
des Français dans les media » [Baromètre], La Croix /

Kantar Public onepoint, 2023



In what way does radiodigitalization
involve a particular way of dealing with

scientific information and its
uncertainties?
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Hypothesis : 
In a context of uncertainty, media
professionals are reconsidering scientific
information; 

Radiodigitalization is adopted by them in
order to control, if not to reduce, the
uncertainties inherent in the sciences.
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100 radio programs
and their webpage

2010-2023
All public (France Culture, France Inter,
France Info) and private (BFM, RTL,
RMC, Europe 1) national general-
interest radio stations

Semi-structured
interviews 

Fieldwork and methods

Journalists and chief of programming
Science or general-interests journalists
Professional status, practices, social
representations and scientific culture +
about the organization

Socio-discursive analysis of editorial strategies in contemporary
French radio media



Cotent analysis of a radiodigital corpus

100 web pages for listening to and
rebroadcasting radio programs, aired by French
national and general-interest stations, both
public (France Culture, France Inter, France Info)
and private (RMC, Europe 1, RTL, BFM).
3 widely publicized scientific fields : solar
system, ancient Egypt, neurosciences
2010-2023 : rise of radionumerization
Paratext, images, hypertexts

radio station number of web pages

BFM (private) 1

Europe 1 (private) 16

RTL (private) 12

France Culture (public) 41

France Inter (public) 26

France info (public) 4

total 100

Methodoly and fieldwork



Paratext : additional content

Paratext (Genette, 1987) : guest presentation, description, additional information, etc.
To provide more information
To anchor the oral discourse, to set it “into stone” (“graphical reason” ; Goody, 1977)

Signs in paratext

<800
>2000

0

800-2000
Total n° of pages

More extensive paratext on public radio pages
    Testifies editorial choice to prevent confusion + to attest



Screenshot from « Les relations sociales influencent la structure du
cerveau » - Le journal des sciences (2022, 05 may). France Culture.
https://www.radiofrance.fr/franceculture/podcasts/la-methode-
scientifique/mayor-et-queloz-exoterres-en-vue-6642376

Screenshot from « Découverte d’une nouvelle exoplanète : Michel Viso estime qu’elle est théoriquement
habitable » -La Matinale d’Europe 1 (2019, 12 september). Europe 1.
https://www.europe1.fr/emissions/L-interview-de-7h40/decouverte-dune-nouvelle-exoplanete-michel-
viso-estime-quelle-est-theoriquement-habitable-3919170

France Culture: public radio Europe 1: private radio

https://www.radiofrance.fr/franceculture/podcasts/le-journal-des-sciences/le-journal-des-sciences-du-jeudi-05-mai-2022-7455006
https://www.radiofrance.fr/franceculture/podcasts/le-journal-des-sciences/le-journal-des-sciences-du-jeudi-05-mai-2022-7455006


Content addition, information supplement, guide and validation authority for
recommended content (curation), content validated by the journalist and/or
researcher.

The enclosed space of the broadcast opens up to an infinite potential for the
acquisition of additional and/or complementary knowledge and information for the
radionaut.

Xavier Mauduit, France Culture (06/03/2023)"[...] and I refer
you to the website Le cours de l'histoire on franceculture.fr for
a complete bibliography of studies on the Red Sea papyri [...]".



the hyperlink : managing
without annihilating uncertainty

Support for oral communication to ensure
confidence and reliability (Fleerackers et al.,
2022)
Administration of proof and source ; argument
of authority ; bibliographical function
Lighthouse in uncertainty (Trench, 2003),
reduction of uncertainties (Saemmer, 2017)
To venture out in an uncertain, unstructured or
hierarchical way (Clément, 2000)
Method of categorization : hypertext typology
by Johanne Charbonneau (2015)



Screenshot from « Mayor et Queloz : exoterres en vue ! » - La Méthode Scientifique
(2021, 29 june). France Culture.
https://www.radiofrance.fr/franceculture/podcasts/la-methode-scientifique/mayor-
et-queloz-exoterres-en-vue-4416200

Hyperlinks reveal the media organization
conception of scientific mediation : 

provide access to the source and
therefore the verifiability of the
information; 
provide additional information to
deepen knowledge; 
cross-reference sources to better
understand the context of scientific
information and guarantee pluralist
information



Screenshot from “Michel Cymes explique les dernières découvertes sur
l’addiction”. (2020, 4 septembre). in RTL. https://www.rtl.fr/actu/sante/michel-
cymes-explique-les-dernieres-decouvertes-sur-l-addiction-7800769261#

Public stations have more external
links, i.e. to content produced by
another editorial body;
Private stations offer more internal
links, i.e. to other programs or articles
published by the station: self-
promotion ?;
hyperlinks - both internal and
external - generally lead to conniving
information : confort and
evidentiality rather than plurality of
information

https://www.rtl.fr/actu/sante/michel-cymes-explique-les-dernieres-decouvertes-sur-l-addiction-7800769261#
https://www.rtl.fr/actu/sante/michel-cymes-explique-les-dernieres-decouvertes-sur-l-addiction-7800769261#


Observations Outlooks

Radiodigitalization serves the construction
of journalistic credibility, without the
physical accessibility to additional
information that it enables necessarily
implying cognitive accessibility

The choice of radiodigitalization is invested
more extensively and comprehensively by
public than by private radio stations (denser
webpages, hypertext, paratext and images)

Have not been able to interview journalists  
from private sector yet
Study on reception and radionauts
practices could help to refine, confirm or
contradict these interpretations
Excess of hypertextualization = risk of
disorientation and cognitive overload
(Charbonneau, 1999), hence rise of
uncertainties

Results



journalist’s ethos

Concern for transparency for radio users,
and a desire to ensure the credibility of both
the information and the editorial body
the need to reaffirm the journalistic ethos in
a context of blurred boundaries between
professionalism and amateurism + post-
truth

specifics of the public service sector

Ethic Commitee
Respect of specifications decreed by French
government, conditioning public subsidies
Editorial line, internal professional training
to scientific information, scientific
departments

Hypothesis on the reasons why
Why adding these types of content and why such differences between private and public sectors ? 
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